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If the author considers it pertinent to include a chapter on the use of the microscope, then, in all fairness, a chapter on the preparation of sections, the usual staining techniques, and the introduction of artefacts into the histological section should also be included. It is unfortunate that the references are placed at the end of the book rather than at the end of each chapter.
This book can be placed on the list of the many histology texts available for a college course.
If the pre-medical student were exposed to a course in histology with a textbook as this one could have been, then a course of histology in medical school could easily be elaborated into one comprising newer work on histo-physiology, vital staining studies, and experimental methods, stimulating both to the student and to the instructor.
- Dr. Davis is a clinical surgeon and a scientific investigator with wide interests in pathology, physiology, and biochemistry. He introduces his book as a monograph for the clinician. It is actually a very complete reference text. Few known facts are omitted and few statements are left without documentation. The seventeen chapters divide all fields of knowledge of circulatory failure along flexible lines that enable each chapter to stand alone. Allusions to given investigations are repeated wherever pertinent so that cross-reference between chapters is unnecessary. The index and bibliography are complete.
The physiologist, biochemist, or pathologist wishing a survey of the work on circulatory failure in his or allied fields will appreciate the author's extraordinary command of these fields. A clinician considering investigation of any aspect of shock will surely find the answer to the question, "Has it been done?" As a reference for solving problems brought up by clinical practice the book is of definite value.
The same features-completeness, repetition, integration on a chapter rather than on a whole-book level-which make it an excellent reference book, make it a difficult volume to read through. Even the author's concept of the triphasic response to stress, which might have served as a central theme, is submerged in the mass of facts. The absence of chapter summaries and the paucity of diagrams further lessen the value of the book for other than reference use. 
